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HEARING ON THE NOMINATION OF EDWARD A. CURRAN, OCTOBER 2, 1985 
Edward A. Curran 
Ch~:i.rm<ln De~ ignat~ 
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National Endowment for the Humanities 
PANEL t 
Professor Theodore J. Ziolkowski 
P~~n of Graduat~ School 
Princeton University 
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QUESTIONS FOR EDWARD A. CURRAN 
(1) The 1965 act which er ted the .National Endowment 
for the Humanities defines the 'humanities" as 
including, but not limited study of the 
following: "language, bot m em and classical; 
linguistics; literature; h _ ory; jurisprudence; 
philosophy; archeology; c parative religion; ethics; 
the history, criticism, n theory of the arts; those 
aspects of the social cie ces which have humanistic con-
tent and employ hum istic ethods; and the study and 
application of th umaniti s to the human environment 
with particular ttention to the relevance of the 
humanities to e current co ditions of national life." 
' 
on -tj:iis definition. 
- How do you define the term 'humanities"? 
(2) You have not been a member of the national humanities 
cormnunity up until this time in the sense that your views 
on humanities issues are not widely known and have not been 
discussed in a public forum. I hope that we can establish 
your views on many issues facing the humanities in the 
course of this hearing. 
- In this regard, have you published your views on the 
humanities and if so where? In publications for the 
general reader? In newspapers? Specialized journals? 
- If you are confirmed as Chairman, will you write 
and speak in support of the humanities? 
(3) The NEH's enabling legislation which I had a hand in 
drafting asks the Chairman of the Endowment to "develop 
and encourage the pursuit of a national policy for the 
promotion of progress and scholarship in the humanities." 
- What does this mandate mean to you? 
(4) .. Is the work of the National Endowment for the 
I:itimanities centra:I.-, pei-ipheral or i.rreievant to the 
national lif~ of the United States? (If an_l?wer is 
not "cent~al", then: w:Ltl you work to ~lte:r the 
plac;.e of the NEH or m~:i.ntain the st~1;:1J._$ quo?) 
(5) - 1)9 you c6nsider~oq:rself a strong g.qvocate for 




- l:low would you cha:i:-acterize the type of leadership 
you will bri~g to the Humanities Endowment? How does 
this differ :f:t"om the leadership of fonner chairmen? 
- Ove:t the next four years, wh~t: would your highest 
priorities for the National ~n.dowmerit for the J:iUIDanities? 
Please state these in o~cier if possible. 
- What administ:rative changes wi.11 you make when you 
become ChaiPl!_cin, now that YO'll bave had time t;o study the _ 
organization of the agency. (Curran nomin_g.t:ed April 5, 198-5) 
Now in connection with your t:enure as Direct:o!' of the 
Natiqn.al Institute or Education. ..... We:re you fired 
f~om your position there? 
Please tell me t;he cir~u:qi$tances which b~qught this 
abo'Jt. 
- Can we be assured that: you will not attempt to abolish 
the NEH in a manner $intllar to what you tried to do at NIE? 
- How c::.;1:11 we t 
of t:his very same 
to be Pi.rector 
the federal 
se c;ssu:i;ances wl!en yoµ told mettiliers 
_ i ttee at your cc:mfirmation hea:t"ing 
I.E. that you were convinced "that 
t can play ~fi essenti~l role by 
(8) 
contd. 
providing leadership in the examination of important 
national education issues through the support for research 
and the dissemination of findings of such research"? 
This does not sound like someone who just a few months 
later wrote the President to recommend that the N.I.E. be 
abolished because it is "unnecessary" and "wastes money". 
(9) - What was yournext position after leaving the National 
(10) 
Institute of Education? (Peace Corps, Deputy Director)· 
- Are you on the payroll of the Peace Corps at this time? 
- Please describe your duties as Deputy Director of the 
Peace Corps? Are your duties primarily administrative or 
policy-oriented or both? 
- What specific areas has the Director, Loret Ruppe, 
asked you to handle? Be specific. 
- Have you been reporting to work at the Peace Corps on 
a regular basis over the past 5 months? 
- Can you cite examples of your contribution to furthering 
and promoting programs of the Peace Corps? 
Back to your views on the NEH ......... . 
- How familiar should the Chairman of the NEH be with 
research standards, scholarly methodology and new develop-
ments in the humanities disciplines? 
- What experience do you have working with humanities 
scholars - specifically at universities, research libraries, 




-Do you, feel qualified to mal5-e ciecisiortsabout re§e.;li:cb 
and scholarship in the humanities? Fc;>i: e~~mple, do you 
believe therei~ sµ:f:fig.ient NEH support for research artd 
writing by sc;hol~?:§? 
,.. Do you anticipate policy ch.;i:qge~ in ft.!.nding for the 
various dfitisions of NEHr WQcit kine! of commitment will 
yc;>u ~~~ to the Fellowship Program? 
· ... Would if, 
l"ecomr:nend th,· · 
t's leadership, NEH did. n.ot comply 
Ehe Equal Employment Opportunities 
gency hiring a:nc;l emplc;>yme:nt goals . 
matter of partisan policy but of 
5ennett's policy or would you 
with the .EEOC requirements? 
(12) - Wb.at i§ yo\l~ view of the Endowment's division known as) 
General Programs - previously known as "Public Programs" 
(13) 
and a name I preferred? 
- !Iow would yo\l tnake the humanities more accessible Co (() .) 
the public .,. this bein~ a major pa_~t of the EncioWm,ent-' s ·v 
mission? 
-· The ChaiP!lC!n of the EndoW!J!ent is~_,_g!~.n fia:~to power 
- ra - _ ~--··W}:re"tfwoul.d you use th-is veto 
_ e ~e. _ __ _ _ ·_:·on of the peer review 
- Gi~ert your b?~kg~otmd in secondary school e<;fucation, 
do you feel that you could adequately judge the v.;l].ue of 
a research proposal on grounds other thC!.11 ideology or the so~l:he--rl:t'!e! · 
- What would be the most important critie-ri.a tQ oe used 
in reviewing NEJI gr.ant applications? 
(14) - How much influence should the Chairman of the Endow-
ment have over decisions made by state humanities councils 
and how should that influence be exercised? 
- How would you, as Chairman, react to a project funded 
by a state council that you viewed as objectionable or 
improper? 
(15) - Do you believe there should be a closer and more • 
formal relationship than at present between each state 
humanities council and its &:ate government? 
(16) - What is your view of the requirement in the law that 
a minimum of 20% of NEH funds be distributed to the state 
humanities councils? Is this figure too high? Too low? 
Or about right? 
- Should the state cotm.cils have greater or lesser 
independence from the Endowment in Washington? 
(17) - What role do you see for NEH in promoting the 
humanities perspective on contemporary public policy issues -
such as the ethical dimensions of social issues (like the 
right-to-die and abortion) and the historical background 
on American foreign policy issues? 
(18) There has·been considerable controversy about the 
qualifications of individuals who have been nominated to 
serve on the National Council on the Humanities. I for one 
have not been entirely pleased with the stature and 
distinction. of some recent appointees. 
- What would be your policy on this? 
- Would you seek out and recommend to the White House 
individuals who are of the highest caliber? There are many 
distinguished Republicans whom I' have yet to see considered. 
(lQ) - How would you deal with a i?enior staff member who 
brought interoal agency criticism directly to the Nation~i 
Council on the Ht.mianities or to the Congress or to the 
White House witliotJ.t consulting you first? (like Curran at NlE) 
(20) I have been very di,stut"bed to hear of NEH grants_ being 
(21) 
withheld f:r9m groups and individuals.who ~yb~ve spoken 
out from time to time againirt;: Endowment policies. 
- Do you believe that such individuals and g~o1Jps who 
e~e:rcise their rights of free speech should be punished by 
not receiving thei;r g-~?nts? 
- rf you are confirm~-d s Chairman, how do yolJ intend to 
assure th':it .. N. EH sta~f .. i~ _e ___ pt: at t. he hi. ghes~ ~1:-o __ f~~s_. ional level? . Would yolJ find · ·awkward to be less· academically 
quali:eied than many of yo r senior level supo~dinates? 
' ' 
.. Would you consider hiring an. indiv.idl.l_al to head the NEH 
Research, FeJJ,owships or Education Division who did not 
have a doctoral degree? 
.1.. I~ the ~ye~ of th·e academic community, what are the 
qualities that a Chairman. of theN~tiQn?l Endowme_nt 
for the Humanities.: should posse§;s? 
Do t:hes~ qualities you qescribe have.a special impor• 
tance now to t:he higher education .c;OIJ:@YJl_it:y? 
2. Wh~t w9ulo be. your priorities for the NEH over the 
next 4 years? 
3.. Our recent c;9n:ig:J.it:t:ee report on the reauthorization Qf tbe_ · NEH describes ~~advanced ·scholar.ly rese?rGb." ~~ 
the 'lb.edrock" of the humanities. Wotild you ple_ase _ 
cofnl'nent on this asse_~t:ion. Do you agree or disagree? 
1. Do you support former NEH Chairman William·. Bennett's 
suggestion that the literary curriculum of the schools 
should consist primarily of the classics of Western 
literature? 
If your answer is yes, given the diversity of 
students in elementary and secondary schools today, 
isn't it appropriate to take a broader view of 
literature that responds to this diversity? 
2. If you are confirmed as Chairman of NEH, do you 
intend to continue the sUIIllller institutes and seminars 
for college faculty and elementary and secondary school 
teachers? 
3. What are the humanities needs of higher education? 
How can the Endowment best respond to those needs? 
4. What in your view were the causes of the decline 
in enrollments in the humanities in the 1970's? What 
are the strengths and weaknesses of American higher 
education? 
5. Please define the phrase "secular humanism". 
6. If you are confirmed, what steps will you take at 
NEH to assure that the process of awarding ?rants~ 
administering programs and making "Chairman s Grants" 
are protected from politicization? 
7. The granting of indirect costs as part of a NEH 
grant award has to my mind often exceeded reasonable 
limits. What is your view to the recent Committee 
recommendation that the indirect cost rate be limited 
to 35% in the future? 
